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aateral Asymmetry’-A Rura]

a
mtr-lﬂhﬂ‘i Metro and Dobok Village of’;((fompanson in
G District Assam Amrup Rura
Ll.llla Gomami*

'uﬂduf‘f';':u dies in Western societies have showp

\ nﬂ:‘ﬂ] asymmetry in western families. This trep
"’mm:lg: 4 societies which are predominantly patrili
o patrilateral HS}_"mI“ﬂ‘T}" is used to mean the increase interaction between
M 4 daughters with her parental house which broadens the role of wife’
ﬁm shichis traditionally confined to be the role of husband’s kins’. Thus there izz
0! . hehavioral roles (Swee.tser 1963,1964, 1966, 196 8, 1970). Researches
#2 . can and European societies revealed the fact. Studies conducted b
ﬂﬂm (1957), Young and Wilmot (1957), Habenstein and Coult (1965), Susman
u%i} popgie and Pelto (196?) are worth mentioning, Matrilateral asymmetry can
@..L ubﬂﬂf" of in the patterns of aid prqﬁded, frequency of interaction, and feelings of
Jewith his parents O brotllf:rs in joint enterprise (Vatuk, 1971; 287-307). Vatuk
971)in his study of Kinship system in North India also found the same trend.
IThmfIS anincreasing bond between wife’s kin's which is recognized and gradually
epled in society. Brown (1931) has found that both the paternal and maternal
s niversally recognized asa child is attached to both his father’s and mother’s
iy, But Fortes stated that the “bilateral filiations™ does not carry the equal
-.ftgi;lage for the two sets of kin groups in society (Fortes 1953, p.33).

With this idea at the backdrop of mind, number of visits to the wife’ parental

wseand help or aid received by a couple is consideredin the study.

thf: growing tendency of
dis observed in the newly
neal or patrilocal in nature,

———

" sistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, M. C. College Barpeta, Assam.
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Objectives
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4my
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() To find out the interactions with the matrilateral kins in tepm ofy
visits and help received.

(i) To analyze the factors leading to the growth of matrilatery) aSymp,

Methodology

The methods that were used for collection of data mainly incy ethe,
schedule method, unstructured interview and the case study methods; 200

f{]f

uy,

un,

Hindu families were selected for the purpose of the study from both the sn?jsa"'%

f:}u
The respondents selected were mainly the heads of the households ang gy, )i

women. The responses of some elderly women were also considered fo, the Studed
¥,

Findings

The following table shows the number of married women visiting Cither

lo hEr

husband’s relatives or to her parental relatives or to the relatives of both the; d
e . ¥
within six months. s

Table 1: Number of women visiting within six months
Dobok (%) Total ~ Guwahati (%) o
|
|
|
Number of women visited Number of women visited e
Husband’s | Her Both Husband’s | Her parental | Both “““‘-ﬂl
relatives | parental | relatives | relatives ' i
relatives | |
|
|
I — | _i_'__'_ I
92(46) | 36(18) | 72(36) |200 | 20(10) 123(62) 5728) | 200

]

From the above table it is clear percentage of married women visiting her parenta
relatives is much more in Guwahati (62%) than in Dobok (18%) which shows
trend of matrilateral asymmetry in the urban area.

The table 2 focuses the help received by the families either from the husband's
relatives or from the wife relatives in times of need.

Journal of NEICSSR, Vol. 42:2



Table 2: Help received by number of fam lies

| Total |G i (% '
. t%‘ | (lllwﬂl'm'“{",‘»q} Total
W |
, From wile's ; [

i !uu-linlld 5| i | From husband's Fo wile's 1'
i relatives | | relatives relatives '

.wi"": | | | | | '
| B = 3 1

96(48 15268 w00

G | (48) | 200 | 53(26.5) \ 147(73.4) 1| 00 |

I ) I __.L_ |

1

._¢-und that pcm:ntagc of families receiving hel T .
]115“7"‘"1 : ng help from wife’s kins’ 1s more in
i 7(73:4%)than n Dobok (48%),In Dobok those who'eceive help fom

" feskins aref ound to reside in the nuclear families while maximum (52%)
110 FECEIVE help from the agnatic kins asthey are easily at reach.

jntenance of Kinship Relations by Men versus Women
yariation 1S observed on direction of maintaining relationship by a married men
f nmrriﬁd women. .

90 cqarding the maintenance of kinship relations by married menits observed in
(he study that .alrm?st all men Dobok/Guwahati put emphasis on maintaining
rem[j.;)nship with his own primary and secondary kin’s. They feel contend if the
wivesalso do the same. h«:lﬂst n}amed men feel it only as an obligation to maintain
lationship with his wife F{faﬂ-"ﬂ}’- They use to visit only on occasions or at times of
e Buthere adifference is found according to the habitation context. In Guwahati,
ihe son-in-laws use to visit his parent-in-law’s house irrespective on any occasions
(hough he gives more emphasis upon his own relationships. In certain cases, in
Guwahati, if acouple lives in the wife’s ancestral land or dwelling house, in that

icular case it seems a reverse pattern where the direction of maintaining
relationship is more with his wife’s family. Therefore it can be assumed that the
pattern of inheritance also shapes the kinship network .However this phenomenon

i« not observed in Dobok. In Dobok a son- in-law rarely makes frequent visits to his
parent-in —law’s family. As the marriage distance is not much longer there is no

question of residing in one’s parent- in- law’s family only in some exceptions. It 18

regarded as a matter of shame if he pays frequent visits and perhaps for this reason

that amarried person in Dobok has less contact with his wife’s family. Vatuk in his
study in the rural North Indian kinship pattern noticed that there is a patrilateral
emphasis, both structurally and normatively. Men are expected to have most intimate

and lasting ties with agnates (Vatuk 1971 p 235).
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Reogarding the manterance of kinshup relatons by mamed WOmen

stody areac it s notroed both that the WIVES USS 10 g1ve more Impy 3 bqhuh
Tamrtaring rolanonstsp with her own perental family Bothin uma‘:mc oy
e VOUunReT wormen afier mumage Oy 0 mean m wouch with hﬂw c"‘-l\-d.%
fouand thst thes ..__mmﬁ~£hwx£¢ﬂm1cea}wifﬂdj%1 -h“
fregquenth if 22 nesrest But 1o thes regard [ have found that in lhnw%
ke pnor permussion of thewr husband or the mother- in- law In G*u“a'ﬁ;'th

lox,

s,

those bving m pownt famibes use % take permission of their mother in law: i
i
250 fou

ving m the nuckesr famalies have movre of less little freedom than those 5, ;
famslies. The aducsted workang womsT hﬁmmhimuwmm%
E&irh:ipﬁ:g!mﬁeffﬂpxwzsinmrﬁnfnecd.lnmo!‘umin forng
they have replied tha: they can tzke their own decision regarding ﬁsi;m‘ﬂ?‘t}m
help 1o their parents but they think it 2s thew duty o inform their
A n.t::;xiﬂq- fearure 15 that the visits to wile's parental house ¢ _
With

the dearh of the perents. This is a characteristc feature ofboth Mkm(}""'ﬂm

Case |
Afrs Riowmi Sarma aged 49 vears is a school teacher in Dobok living ;

muclear family Her paremtal house 5 1 3 bom away from the villgg, «irl:la
death of her mother she immediately visited her parental house and rep, . “‘;
there upto thirteen days when all the ritualistic performances were oy, Sﬁeu
also paid an amownt of the total expendinure in ine strradna (Vedic ripygy G
show obeisance to the departed soul) ceremony af ner Own wish, but she hag
informed her husband in this regard

Case 2

Mrs Borg aged 35 years of Guwahati is d doctor by profession. Her pg
house is also located in Guwahatl Accidentally her parental house was damage
by flood Her widow mother stayed alone in the house. She therefore dec; ded
{0 construct a new house in the same compound along with her sister whg ;,
also employved and thus shifted her mother (o the newly constructed house

The older women of Dobok replied that thirty or forty vears back they could
rarely visit their parental house. Thus there was less interaction with the parenig
fammly in those days.

Case 3
AMrs Rita Saloi 62 vears is a housewife living in Joint family in Dobok
She was married ar ker early childhood days. She recalled that in those days

Jomal of NEICSSR. Vol 422




00 jonged 10 r.:',-cr'r her parental house, hut could not speak up her mind
" re her mother- in-law as she was a very dominant lady. As such she used
l.r:.:'s-f.r er parental house only whenever her mother-in-law permitted her to
0"
@ atraditional patriarchal society though descent, inheritance and successionis
o through the patemal side yetitis found that there is a growing tendency to
m?:ntﬂiﬂ relationships with the matemal kins® both in Dobok and Guwahati, though
mimﬁlatc‘“l asymmctry is more focused in Guwahati. In Dobok the normative
"“ﬂci[ﬂt’ still exists to some extent in its structural basis.

auses A
¢ Causes thatare responsible for the growth of matrilateral asymmetry among the

qmplen Guwahati can ]?'3 Tﬁ!ﬂled to the factors as increasing number of nuclear
emiliesand the {ibseﬂcl:? of patrilateral kins in and around which are the consequences
of the process of urbanisation. The women in the nuclear families have more or less
om of making her own decision regarding visit or offering help to her parental
hoUSE. The other important factor that is noticed in Guwabhati is that most of the
marriages are conducted within the city and as such there is more scope to have
teraction with wile’s parental family. In Dobok though the percentage of the nuclear
fmilyis higher and the marriage distances are also short, yet the frequent interaction
with the matrilateral Kins are not noticed. It is because the agnatic kins reside in the
came locality and they often make derogatory remarks if there is much interaction with
he matrilateral kins as the trend goes against the very nature of a patriarchal society.
The following table shows the family types in both the study areas.

Table 3: Family types

Eﬁ;ﬂly Type Number of families

\ Dobok (%) | Guwahati (%)

! Nuclear 131( 65.5) 165 (82.5)

Joint 61(30.5) 33(18.50)

i_E)nended : 8(4.00) 2(1.00) |
!_ Total | 200 | 200 |

Journal of NEICSSR. Vol. 42:2 gl



s evident from the table

1, that the percentage ol nuclear “Imi|u~*~. 15 by
Moth in Guwahati (82 %) and Dobok (€

15.5 %.). "E‘er

Ihe following table brings to light the range of Mamiages i both i Study ;.
G,
Table 4: Marriage distance
Range Numbers of Range Numfmrs Of mar, T
marriages L“““h‘“i“f.] R |
Dobok (%) RN :
Inside  {he H:mgm . 173(86 5) - " Inside Guwahati 130(65) T ;'
. Subdivision | - e T o . :
Outside 1he Rangia | ;.TTII}.-?'} Outside Guwahat] | 7003%) _h_h”:
subdivision | U R —TAp '
Towal | 200 N 1 _.-[_JU__ — B

Regarding the distance of marriage, it is observed I.I_'lat maximum of the ypa,..
have taken place within Guwahati .Same is the case with Dobok where the Mary ags
within the subdivision is higher than the inter districls marriages. <

Conclusion o )

The increasing interaction with the matrilateral kins” ina patrilateral sociery reflecs
the mindsets of the people which changes through the rolling of time ang COntexs
Such interaction gets expressed through visits made and help received by the Marrieg
daughters with their parental family or vice versa. This trend is observed iy, both the
study areas though it is more focused in Guwahati. Therefore it can be SUmmeg
that the urban way of life leads to the growth of matrilateral asymmetry, The
urbanization has also touched the life of the villagers for which the trepg is alsq
observed among the village people though not very openly.
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